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1. Intr oduction
fancylogin is oneof themostpowerful login-programsavailablefor LINUX, and
UNIXesgenerally(currentlyonly *BSD). fancylogin candoeverythingyour old login
programcando(shadowedpasswdfiles,user-time-terminal/network-verificationas
donewith HP-UX-login (/etc/usertty, /etc/securetty),addsa lot of capabilitiesfor
loggingall loginsanddraws login-masksthatareREALLY FANCY (didn’t think so,
eh’)!

2. Obtaining fanc ylogin
fancylogin is availablein thefollowing formats:

• Standardgzipcompressedtarballs.They canbedownloadedfrom:

• http://fancylogin.sourceforge.net/ (http://fancylogin.sourceforge.net/)

• ftp://fancylogin.sourceforge.net/pub/fancylogin/
(ftp://fancylogin.sourceforge.net/pub/fancylogin/)

• ftp://sunsite.unc.edu/pub/linux/system/admin/login/
(ftp://sunsite.unc.edu/pub/linux/system/admin/login/) andeveryothersunsite
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mirror.

• RPMpackages.Thesepackagescanbeobtainedfrom:

• http://fancylogin.sourceforge.net/ (http://fancylogin.sourceforge.net/)

• Debianpackages.Downloadthemfrom:

• http://www.debian.org/Packages/unstable/admin/fancylogin.html
(http://www.debian.org/Packages/unstable/admin/fancylogin.html)

3. Compiling and Installing fanc ylogin

• Downloadanddecompressthefancylogin tarball.

• Enterthefancylogin-XYZ directory, whereXYZ is thefancylogin version.

• Edit thefileslogin/config.h and environment.h afteryourpreferences(for
expertsonly!).

• Do a ’make’.

• Do a ’make install’. This installsfancylogin into the/sbindirectory. You shouldbe
rootwhile doingthis.

• Do a ’makesampleconf’. Thiscopiesasamplethemeto thedirectory/etc.

• Edit your/etc/inittab file. Youwill find a line like
’1:2345:respawn:/sbin/mingettytty1’ somewherein this file. Pleasereplacethe
’mingetty’ by ’mingetty.fancylogin’ to make thesystemstartfancylogin after
booting.It alwayssave to leave thestandardlogin programon oneconsole,if
anythingof theinstallationfailedor so.

• Do a ’telinit Q’, andpressCtrl-C (if you’renot loggedin) or Ctrl-D (if you’re
loggedin) to startfancylogin.
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4. Themes and Configuration
fancylogin providesa lot of optionsto setthelook andfeelof your personallogin
screen.

Thelogin’s look is controledby onefile:

• /etc/default.flt

4.1. default.flt
default.flt is afile in thefancylogin themeformat.Thesefilescanbecreatedvia
fltcreate, aninteractiveprogramto createfancylogin themesfrom ANSI files.

4.2. ANSI files
ANSI filesareASCII text fileswith ANSI escapecodesinside.Thesefilescanbe
createdandmodifiedwith ANSI editors.Thepreferrededitorof thefancylogin crew is
Tetradraw. Tetradraw canbeobtainedfrom http://tentacle.dhs.org
(http://tentacle.dhs.org/).

4.3. More Configuration files

4.3.1. /etc/user tty

This is thestandarduserttyfile, asusedwith HP-UX logins.As PeterOrbaek’s portof
theHP-UX login to Linux is quitepopular, youwill propablyfind manpages,sample
files,etc.deliveredwith yourLinux distribution (e.g.TurboLinux).
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4.3.2. /etc/login.log ging

Let’shavea look at anexamplelogin.loggingfile:

Example 1. Examplefile

FATAL 1 FILE /var/log/login/FATAL1.log
FATAL 2 SYSLOG 1002
NONFATAL 1 FILE /var/log/login/NONFATAL1.log
NONFATAL 2 SYSLOG 1002
NONFATAL 3 SYSLOG 1003
FAILED 3 SYSLOG 2003
FAILED 5 FILE /var/log/login/FIVEWRONG.log
FAILED 10 SYSLOG 2010
GRANTED 0 FILE /var/log/login/ROOTLOGINs.log
GRANTED 501 SYSLOG 2501
GRANTED 9999 FILE /var/log/login/allgranted.log
DENIED 9999 FILE /var/log/login/alldenied.log
DENIED 9998 FILE /var/log/login/UNKNOWN.log
DENIED 0 FILE /var/log/login/ROOTDENIED.log

Eachline in this file consistsof four fields,seperatedby spacesor tabs.Thefirst two
fieldsbelongto thereasonfor logging,andtheothertwo fieldsto wherethelog should
beloggedto.

In thefirst line we’vegot

FATAL 1 FILE /var/log/login/FATAL1.log

which meansanerrorof thetypeFATAL (whicharefatalerrors).Thenext field is the
Argumentto thetype.For thetypeFATAL theargumentsare

1: SYSTEM-ERROR
2: HARDWARE-ERROR
3: CONFIGURATION-ERROR
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soFATAL 1 meansFATAL SYSTEM-ERRORS.FATAL SYSTEMERRORSare
loggedto FILE /var/log/login/FATAL1.log. Thismeans...

Errorscanalsobeloggedwith SYSLOGD.To log somethingusingSYSLOGthethird
field is SYSLOGinsteadof FILE. Thefirst Argumentto syslogis not thefilename,but
thesyslog-facility-id in decimalnotation.For furtherinformationonsyslogsee
syslog(2),syslog(3),syslogd(9),andsyslog.conf(5).

And hereis anoverview of possiblevaluesfor FIELD1, andpossiblearguments

FATAL 1 : FATAL SYSTEM ERROR
2 : FATAL HARDWARE ERROR
3 : FATAL CONFIGURATION ERROR

NONFATAL 1 : NONFATAL SYSTEM ERROR
2 : NONFATAL HARDWARE ERROR
3 : NONFATAL CONFIGURATION ERROR

FAILED n : After "n" failed logins in one ses-
sion this log is put out.

GRANTED uid : Is put out if user with uid "uid" logs on.
a uid of 9999 means ALL users.

DENIED uid : Is put out if user with uid "uid" fails to log on.
a uid of 9999 means ALL users,
a uid of 9998 means UNKNOWN users.

5. fanc ylogin License
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Thisprogramis freesofware,youcanredistributeit and/ormodify it underthetermsof
theGNU GeneralPublicLicenseaspublishedby theFreeSofwareFoundation;either
version2 of theLivense,or (at your opinion)any laterversion.

Thisprogramis distributedin thehopethatit might beusefulbut WITHOUT ANY
WARRANTY; without eventheimplied warrantyof MERCHANTABILITY or
FITNESSFORA PARTICULAR PURPOSE.SeetheGNU GeneralPublicLIcensefor
moredetails.

You shouldhave receivedacopy of theGNU GeneralPublicLicensealongwith this
program;if not,write to theFreeSoftwareFoundation,Inc., 59TemplePlace- Suite
330,Boston,MA 02111-1307,USA.

6. FAQ

1. I’vemodified/etc/inittabto execute/bin/fancylogin, but fancylogin only doesweird
stuff.

You have to usea gettythatexecutes/bin/fancylogin. Seethefile INSTALL for exact
installationinstructions.

2. WhenI log in via fancylogin with zshasmy login shell,it showsanerrormessage
for ashorttime,andthenreturnsbackto fancylogin.

In version0.99.6wedid theassumption,thatlogin shellsarecalledwith theparameter
"-login". Thismistakehasbeenfixedin 0.99.7.Pleaseupgradeto acurrentversion!

3. I can’t login at tty2.

Thatwasthe0.99.6bstndardconfiguration.Edit /etc/userttyasyouneedit, or just
deleteor disableit.
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